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In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

FOREWORD 



The interrelationship and interaction of human cultures and civilisations has 
made the contributions of each the common heritage of men in all ages and all 
places. Early Muslim scholars were able to communicate with their Western 
counterparts through contacts made during the Crusades; at Muslim universities 
and centres of learning in Muslim Spain (al-Andalus, or Andalusia) and Sicily to 
which many European students went for education; and at the universities and 
centres of learning in Europe itself (such as Salerno, Padua, Montpellier, Paris, 
and Oxford), where Islamic works were taught in Latin translations. Among the 
Muslim scholars well-known in the centres of learning throughout the world 
were al-Razl (Rhazes), Ibn Sina (Avicenna), Ibn Rushd (Averroes), al Khwarizmi 
and Ibn Khaldun. Muslim scholars such as these and others produced original 
works in many fields. Many of them possessed encyclopaedic knowledge and 
distinguished themselves in many disparate fields of knowledge. 

In view of this, the Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization was estab- 
lished in order to acquaint non-Muslims with the contributions Islam has given 
to human civilisation as a whole. The Great Books of Islamic Civilization Project 
attempts to cover the first 800 years of Islam, or what may be called Islam’s 
Classical Period. This project aims at making available in English a wide selection 
of works representative of Islamic civilisation in all its diversity. It is made up 
of translations of original Arabic works that were produced in the formative 
centuries of Islam, and is meant to serve the needs of a potentially large reader- 
ship. Not only the specialist and scholar, but the non-specialist with an interest 
in Islam and its cultural heritage will be able to benefit from the series. 
Together, the works should serve as a rich source for the study of the early periods 
of Islamic thought. 

In selecting the books for the series, the Center took into account all major 
areas of Islamic intellectual pursuit that could be represented. Thus the series 
includes works not only on better-known subjects such as law, theology, 
jurisprudence, history and politics, but also on subjects such as literature, medi- 
cine, astronomy, optics and geography. The specific criteria, used to select 
individual books, were these: that a book should give a faithful and comprehensive 
account of its field; and that it should be an authoritative source. The reader 
thus has at his disposal virtually a whole library of informative and enlightening 
works. 

Each book in the series has been translated by a qualified scholar and reviewed 
by another expert. While the style of one translation will naturally differ from 
another, the translators have endeavoured, to the extent it was possible, to make 
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the works accessible to the common reader. As a rule, the use of footnotes has 
been kept to a minimum, though a more extensive use of them was necessitated 
in some cases. 

This series is presented in the hope that it will contribute to a greater under- 
standing in the West of the cultural and intellectual heritage of Islam and will 
therefore provide an important means towards greater understanding of today’s 
world. 

May God Help Us! 

Muhammad bin Hamad Al-Thani 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 




ABOUT THIS SERIES 



This series of Arabic works, made available in English translation, represents an 
outstanding selection of important Islamic studies in a variety of fields of know- 
ledge. The works selected for inclusion in this series meet specific criteria. They 
are recognized by Muslim scholars as being early and important in their fields, as 
works whose importance is broadly recognized by international scholars, and as 
having had a genuinely significant impact on the development of human culture. 

Readers will therefore see that this series includes a variety of works in the 
purely Islamic sciences, such as Qur’an, hadith, theology, prophetic traditions 
(sunna), and jurisprudence (fiqh). Also represented will be books by Muslim 
scientists on medicine, astronomy, geography, physics, chemistry, horticulture, 
and other fields. 

The work of translating these texts has been entrusted to a group of pro- 
fessors in the Islamic and Western worlds who are recognized authorities in their 
fields. It has been deemed appropriate, in order to ensure accuracy and fluency, 
that two persons, one with Arabic as his mother tongue and another with 
English as his mother tongue, should participate together in the translation and 
revision of each text. 

This series is distinguished from other similar intercultural projects by its 
distinctive objectives and methodology. These works will fill a genuine gap in 
the library of human thought. They will prove extremely useful to all those with 
an interest in Islamic culture, its interaction with Western thought, and its 
impact on culture throughout the world. They will, it is hoped, fulfil an important 
role in enhancing world understanding at a time when there is such evident and 
urgent need for the development of peaceful coexistence. 

This series is published by the Center for Muslim Contribution to 
Civilization, which serves as a research centre under the patronage of H.H. 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, Amir of Qatar. It is directed by a Board of 
Trustees chaired by H.E. Sheikh Muhammad bin Hamad al-Thani, the former 
Minister of Education of Qatar. The Board is comprised of a group of 
prominent scholars. These include H.E. Dr Abul-Wafa al-Taftazani*, Deputy 
Rector of Cairo University, and Dr Yusuf al-Qaradhawi, Director of the Sira 
and Sunna Research Center. At its inception the Center was directed by the late 
Dr Muhammad Ibrahim Kazim, former Rector of Qatar University, who estab- 
lished its initial objectives. 

The Center was until recently directed by Dr Kamal Nagi, the Foreign Cultural 
Relations Advisor of the Ministry of Education of Qatar. He was assisted by a 
Board comprising a number of academicians of Qatar University, in addition to 



* Died 1994, may Allah have mercy on him. 
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a consultative committee chaired by Dr Ezzeddin Ibrahim, former Rector of the 
University of the United Arab Emirates. A further committee acting on behalf 
of the Center has been the prominent university professors who act under the 
chairmanship of Dr Raji Rammuny, Professor of Arabic at the University of 
Michigan. This committee is charged with making known, in Europe and in 
America, the books selected for translation, and in selecting and enlisting properly 
qualified university professors, orientalists and students of Islamic studies to 
undertake the work of translation and revision, as well as overseeing the pub- 
lication process. 




CENTER FOR MUSLIM 
CONTRIBUTION TO CIVILIZATION 



Board of Trustees 



H.E. Sheikh Muhammad bin Hamad al-Thani 
Chairman 

Members 

1. H.Eminence Sheikh al-Azhar, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt. 

2. Director-General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(ISESCO). 

3. Director-General of the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization 
(ALECSO). 

4. H.E. the Minister of Education, State of Qatar. 

5. H.E. the Minister of Education, Kuwait. 

6. H.E. the Minister of Education, Oman. 

7. H.E. the Secretary-General of the Muslim World Association, Saudi Arabia. 

8. H.E. Dr Ezzeddin Ibrahim, Cultural Advisor to H.H. the President of the U.A.E. 

9. Professor Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Director, Sira and Sunna Research Centre, University of Qatar. 

10. Chairman, Arab Historians Union. 

1 1 . Professor Cesar Adib Majul, Professor at the American Universities. 

Following are the names of the late prominent Muslim figures who (may Allah have mercy upon 

them) passed away after they had taken vital roles in the preliminary discussions of the Center’s 

goals, work plan and activities. They are: 

1. Dr Kamal Naji, former General Supervisor, Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization, 
Qatar (7 October 1997). 

2. Sheikh Jad al-Haq Ali Jad al-Haq, Sheikh al-Azhar, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt. 

3. Dr Muhammad Ibrahim Kazim, former Rector, University of Qatar. 

4. Sheikh Abdullah bin Ibrahim al-Ansari, former Chairman, Department for the Revival of 
Islamic Cultural Heritage, State of Qatar. 

5. Muhammad al-Fasi, former Honorary Chairman, Islamic University Rabat, 

Kingdom of Morocco. 

6. Dr Abul-Wafa al-Taftazani, former Deputy Rector, University of Cairo, 

Arab Republic of Egypt. 

7. Senator Mamimatal Tamano, former member of the Philippino Congress and 
Muslim leader in the Philippines. 



CENTER FOR MUSLIM 
CONTRIBUTION TO CIVILIZATION 

Board 



H.E. Sheikh Muhammad bin Hamad al-Thani 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

Professor Osman Sid- Ahmad Ismail al-Bili 
General Supervisor, Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic History, University of Qatar 

Members 

1. H.E. Professor Muhammad Abdul-Rahim Kafud, Minister of Education and Higher 
Education, State of Qatar. 

2. Professor Ibrahim Saleh al-Nuaimi, former Rector, University of Qatar. 

3. Professor Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Director, Sira and Sunna Research Centre, University of Qatar. 

4. Professor Husam al-Khateeb, Professor of Arabic, University of Qatar. 

5. H.E. Dr Hasan al-Nima, Ambassador, State of Qatar. 

6. Dr Hasan al-Ansari, Amiri Diwan, State of Qatar. 

7. Dr Ahmad Muhammad Ubaidan (Treasurer) Observer, Advisory Council 
and Director-General, Trans-Orient Establishment (Doha, Qatar). 

Center’s Advisors 
H.E. Dr Ezzeddin Ibrahim 
Cultural Advisor to H.H. the President of the U.A.E. 

Professor Raji Mahmoud Rammuny 
Director of the Center’s Translation Committee in the U.S.A. 

Professor of Arabic Studies, Department of Near Eastern Studies, 

University of Michigan, U.S.A. 




